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April 12 
Baum, Vicki HELENE Doubleday, Doran 


A book that should repeat the success of GRAND HOTEL, although utterly 
different in content and haniling. The similarity to ANN VICKERS, indicated by the 
German press is striking. Here again is the story of a successful career, and the 
woman who sacrificed life to that success, discovering only just in time that she 
had neglected the better part. There is more of struggle against odds in this 
story, ~- poverty, social ostracism, the problem of extinction of life, and then the 
up grade of rehabilitation, success, and finally love. One likes Helene better than 
one can like Ann. The background, on the other hand, is less appealing - the 
science of chemistry instead of the science of humanity. The creakings of the trans- 
lation are a slight barrier, soon forgotten. It is a less important book than ANN 
VICKERS, but should be easy selling and popular, both for circulating library and 


purchase, Good press and good publicity and advertising. $2.00 
April 28 
Sabatini, Rafael THE STALKING HORSE Houghton, Mifflin 


Essentially a story teller, Sabatini gives the glamor of dramatic adven- 
ture and an appealing love story to the rather austere background of the plots and 
counterplots of the Jacobites, in England and France, during the end of the 17th 
ceatury. Those who enjoy the romantic costume novels of historical settings will 
find this to their liking. It is Sabatini in the vein of THE BLACK SWAN, perhaps, 
rather than THE KING'S MINION, with the emphasis on one dramatic episode rather than 
a great sweep of canvas. A man's book more than a woman's, and should be a good 


circulating library item. (The title signifies a "scapegoat".) $2.00 
May 3 
Grand Duke Alexander ALWAYS A GRAND DUKE Farrar & Rinehart 


The Grand Duchess Marie and the Grand Duke Alexander caught the imagination 
of the public in their first books. In this instance, the second book (as well as 
numerous stories and articles published in the interim) prove that Alexander, at any 
rate, achieved a reputation not only on the fashion of the moment in titles and sub- 
ject. His recent death has concentrated a good deal of attention on the new volume, 
and the text warrants the expectation of a wide sale, The period covers the years 
of his struggle against poverty and loss of prestige, in Paris and elsewhere; his 
efforts to find his own niche, without capitalizing his titles and the public 
cariosity; his adventurous human contacts. One meets Alfred Lowenstein in all the 
glamor of his fantastic surroundings. One finds Otto Kreuger a wholly delightful 
and charming person. One discovers that royalty and the nobility of a changing 
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Europe have unsuspected sorrows ani problems to meet. One encounters the Emperor 
of Abyssinia, the Shadow Emperor of all the Russias (the Grand Duke Cyril), Queen 
Alexandria, and many other famous people. The visit to America on a first lecture 
tour has its humorous aspects. A colorful and swift moving story, easy reading, 
penetrating, and should be easy selling. Big promotion and advertising campaign 
planned by the publishers. "3acf 2 


May 11 
Brooks, Van Wyck, Ed. THE JOURNAL OF GAMALIEL BRADFORD Houghton, Mifflin 


Good for a steady sale and a long haul rather than a get-rich-quick pro- 
position. Certain to get a big press and a great deal of publicity. Not a circul- 
ating library item, but essential for public libraries. The publishers compare it 
with THE EDUCATION OF HENRY ADAMS, but I question the comparison. The diary form 
and the concentration on intellectual adventure and virtual omission of material 
concerned with the world in which he lived (1883-1932) make its appeal more limited, 
and confined to the public which enjoys excursions of the mind and a close-up study 
of one of the great intellectuals of our day. A journal of thoughts and moods and 
intellectual activities, it takes one into the very processes of his mind, and 
familiarizes one with his unique system of stuily and the rigid schedule of work he 
imposed on himself. The book should stimulate the sale of his critical biographies, 


and if properly displayed and adroitly suggested, should result in many plus sales. 
$4.50 


June 7 
Walpole, Hugh | ALL SOUL'S NIGHT Doubleday, Doran 
The Walpole name means a sure market, even for a collection of short 
stories. Quite different from his other work, this group of stories includes not 
only the ghostly ones indicated by the title, but a great many character stories and 


stories of atmosphere. The settings vary from the Riviera to the North of England, 
and the tales themselves strike a very high standard of excellence, $2.50 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 





April 3 
Nexo, Martin Andersen IN GOD'S LAND Peter Smith 


Included on the eve of publication because of the comment made in the 
current Retail Bookseller, announcing this book as a "dark horse" by an author "in 
our opinion one of the world's greatest living novelists." The distribution of the 
book is being handled by Doubleday, Doran. <A translation from the Danish, and in 
view of the wide publicity given some of the earlier books, may secure an important 
press. Frankly, the book strikes this reader as "dated" and entirely too local in 
interest for the comprehension of the average reader. The plot hinges on the pre- 
war problems of the agricultural class in Denmark, on the effect of the war in 
creating profiteering ani crooked dealings, on the conflict between the material 
forces and the spiritual forces. There is none of the universality of KRISTIN 
LAVRANSDATTER or GROWTH OF THE SOIL in the handling either of incident or character, 
One gets a vivid picture of life on a big famm in Denmark. And that is virtually 
all of general interest. Well written, yes, and well translated, but not a candidate 
for popular favor. $2.50 
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April 26 
Wallace, Kathleen WEBHOUT A STAIR Doubleday, Doran 


The book has the earmarks of a circulating library success in blurb and 
jacket, but the text takes it out of that class, and puts it in the inbetween group 
of books that are not quite important enough for wide general sale, nor quite pop- 
ular enough for the other classification. The story introduces a girl who is a 
religious fanatic, and through her morbid approach to life, causes the suicide of 
her sister. But the main part of the story deals with the illegitimate daughter of 
this fanatic, and of the price she pays in virtual slavery to her foster mother, 
while her own mother becomes a missionary to China, and of her attempt to escape the 
bonds fate has put upon her, of her marriage to a medical missionary and of her re~ 
lations to her unknown mother on the other side of the world. Well told, though not 
convincing, but interesting reading after the hurdle of the religious bias in the 
first quarter, $2.00 


Poole, Ernest GREAT WINDS | Macmillan 


A book that faces squarely a problem that every thinking person has faced 
or is facing today. What have the years of success and the ydéars of depression done 
to the fibre of our national life and the homes of our people? What is there of 
stability, and what has evaporated? Ernest Poole handles it adroitly through the 
observation of a writer (the "I" of the story) who is preparing material on the 
homes of the world, and studying the homes of his brother and his brother's grown- 
up son and daughter. There is an inspirational note in the story, the plot is slight, 
the characterization keen, and there is no sense of sermonizing in the method of 
handling. A book that has a limited appeal, but for some people, older ones partic- 
ularly, would give a sense of peace and constructive thought. Should be read by a 
' staff member who knows the clientele. $2.00 


May 12 
Ripley, Clement BLACK MOON Harcourt, Brace 


A melodramatic story, extremely well told, of San Cristobal and of voodoo- 
ism. A romantic ani restless young American is summoned by a mysterious letter to 
come to the rescue of a beautiful Spanish girl with whom he had fallen in love in 
New York. The strange and haunting atmosphere of her lovely home, the enigmatic 
doctor who is her uncle and guariian, the problem encountered in the American girl 
who is secretary to the uncle and who finds her way blocked whenever she wishes to 
leave the island, all combine to make fascinating ingredients in an absorbing story. 
Might be sold as a mystery, although no element of deduction is involved, simply 
good adventure and a mystery of atmosphere. Appeared serially in one of the Hearst 
magazines under the title VOODOO MOON. Good circulating library material. $2.00 


May 16 oe 


F \ } j ; 
Lulofs, ‘M. He Bupa b) WA one, Century 


Sumatra and the rubber plantations of the Dutch East Indies forms the 
background of an unusually interesting story of the effect of environment on human 
nature. Of course it is a string that has been played upon too often for there to 
be very great originality in the basic substance. But there is distinct originality 
in the development in this story, which shows not only the struggle against the 
forces of the tropics, but also the struggle against the forces of success, and 
eventually against the forces of collapse. One goes through the period of artifi- 
cial boom in the prices of rubber, and its result in the extravagance of the scale 
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of living created out of nothing on the edge of civilization. And then one sees the 
collapse of the balloon, and the disastrous results in the lives and characters of 

the Dutch residents. An interesting story with sufficient of love aspects to catch 
the popular fancy, and an undertone of serious purpose which gives it vitality.$2,.50 


’ ” ui 
May 27 ea 


Hahn, Emily CONGO SOLO Bobbs-Merrill 


The author of SEDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM seems to have changed her tune. Here 
is the diary of a woman writer, which tells the day by day story of her stay in the 
Congo, presumably in search of local color, but actually ending by being first aid 
to a white doctor in a frontier hospital. A graphic and unprepossessing picture of 
life in that outpost of civilization, but utterly unconvincing in so far as the 
human equation is concerned. Of course one reads on and on expecting something to 
develop in the way of emotional entanglements between the doctor and the diarist, but 
the doctor remains true to his native "wife" - the while the native wife disports 
herself as the spirit moves. Can't see where there is a market for this book, unless 


a customer wants a novel sort of travel diary, and is interested in Africa, $2.00 
bag geet y Bae 
Allen, Hervey ANTHONY ADVERSE Farrar & Rinehart 


A tremendous book - physically and intellectually, if that is the proper 
word to use there. A canvas that covers Europe and America from the troubled days 
preceding the French Revolution through the Napoleonic period and the readjustments 
following the Louisiana Purchase in America. And each "act" has all the properties 


. intact, costumes, stage sets, incidental masic, What a wealth of material for 


several books is here and why did the author try to combine it into one man's life- 
time? One starts out with a feeling that here is Dumas come to life, At times there 
is a bit of James Joyce intermingled, rather incongruously. Again, though not often, 
it becomes somewhat didactic, Anthony Adverse is the name given a child who had 
been left at the gates of a convent, who has been brought up by the nuns, with the 
help of the father confessor, and who is finally apprenticed to a rich merchant, a 
Britisher of Jacobite leanings, exiled to Italy. The new master turns out to be 

the grandfather - who had been left in ignorance of the facts of his daughter's 
death and of the birth of her bastard child. The long arm of coincidence plays too 
important a part throughout Anthony's career, which is a colorful one, carrying him 
to the height of success, social and financial, and to the depths of depravity. 


The story is too long, and not big enough in fundamentals to warrant its wert 
3 


May 25 
Abbott, Jane MISS JOLLEY'S FAMILY Lippincott 


A wholesome sort of story, without the sentimentality of the Grace Richmond 
novels, but with their very human sort of appeal. More modern in tone, more original 
in plot, this should sell readily to the reader of good up to date romance, with a 
bit of spice, safely administered. Excellent circulating library material, $2.00 


Brinig, Myron THE FLUTTER OF AN EYELID Farrar & Rinehart 


A book that is heralded as "the circus life of California, turned inside 
out for the benefit of the reader." This reader's opinion is that the book is not 
worth the ink it took to print it or the paper it is printed on. Extravaganza a 
la D. H. Lawrence at his sexiest and dullest without any of Lawrence's saving 
graces. 


$2450 
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June 7 
Jerman, Sylvia P. PRELUDE TO DEPARTURE Harper 


The publishers are claiming the mantle of Katherine Mansfield for this 
BS author. Along with many similar claims, this one is misplaced. But - from the 

literary point of view this author deserves credit in her own right. The book, how- 
ever, is disappointing in substance, a bit morbidly introspective, and annoying in 
its methods, - starting in the present, swinging back to rebuild up to the present 
first with one character, then another, One ends by cordially disliking both the 
man and woman, and thinking them well-mated. Not an easy book to sell or to rent, 
but may get a good press from the. highbrow reviewers, and deserves attention because 


of the promise indicated in the writing, $2.00 
June 14th 
Henry, Harriet TOUCH US GENTLY Morrow 


The story of a forty year old actress and her thirty year old husband, of 
the conflict between her art and her desire to seem younger than she is, of the 
triangle situation created by the arrival of her twenty-five year old step-daughter. 
Nothing of originality in plot or development, but the "home life of a star" is sure 
fire for circulating libraries, and this ig much better written than the average 
story. The situations are admirably handled, the dialogue crisp and amusing, the 
characterization sound. , $2.00 


Special Note: Faith Baldwin's WHITE COLLAR GIRL (Farrar) is due on May 3, and Vina 
Delmar's THE MARRIAGE RACKET on May 25th (Harcourt). Safe buys for circulating 








libraries. 
& PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-Fiction 
April 11 
Beatty, Clyde THE BIG CAGE Century 


Clyde Beatty is the famous animal trainer whose act with the lions and 
tigers is one of the big features of the Ringling Brothers circus. In collaboration 
with Edward Anthony (co-author of Frank Buck's BRING 'EM BACK ALIVE), he has told 
the inside story of animal training, all its thrills and all its hard work. =x- 
cellent photographs are used to illustrate his points. To be published the week 
the circus opens in Madison Square Garden, simultaneously with the photoplay re- 
lease, starring the author. This merchandising tie-up should be good for the 
book as the circus moves around the country. The text, while not inspired, is 


interesting reading, and should appeal to boys as well as adults. $3.50 
April 28 
Cohn, Alfred TAKE THE WITNESS Ray Long & Richard Smith 


& Chisholm, Joseph 


The success of the Clarence Darrow autobiography and of CARSON THE ADVOCATE 
would seem to indicate a live interest in what goes on behind the scenes in the law 
courts. This new book is the life of Barl Rogers, famous criminal lawyer of Los 

de Angeles, who defended Clarence Darrow himself. Every Coast bookshop will find a 
ready public, since it brings up again all sorts of notorious and spectacular cases, 
and presents Rogers as the lawyer who virtually never lost a case, and who dramatized 
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his success and his personality so that his name was headline news whenever he 
appeared in the court room. Film rights have been sold. The foreword by the daughter, 
Adela Rogers St. Johns, novelist, is an amazing tribute to Earl Rogers, the man.$3.00 







May 3 










Marshall, Robert ARCTIC VILLAGE Harrison Smith & Robert Haas 





Armchair traveling for the man who wants to get away from business seems 
to have a northbound trend this season. There was TRUE NORTH by Elliott Merrick; 
there was ALASKANS ALL by Barrett Willoughby; and Knopf has just postponed until 
early Fall their HUNTERS OF THE NORTH by Helge Ingstad. Now comes ARCTIC VILLAGE, 
the Literary Guild selection for May. The "village" is Wiseman, on the Arctic 
frontier, and the author attempts to do for the Arctic what Stuart Chase succeeded 
so brilliantly in doing for Mexico. There is interesting sociological material in 
his book, and one gets a very clear understanding of the forces that give individual- 
ity to this unique frontier. But there is little of humor, or of color, or of 
drama in the picture he paints. In spite of the publicity the Guild selection will 


























give it, I doubt the chance for popular success. $3.00 
June / 
Beard, Charles Ed. A CENTURY OF PROGRESS : Harper 


A symposium that is all that is claimed for it, a well-written, graphic, 
even exciting survey of our national progress during the past hundred years, partic- 
ularly in the fields of science and sociology. The European background is not 
ignored, but ample credit is given American ingenuity and energy in building on that 
background. Beard has done an amazing piece of work, not only in his coordination 

@ of the contributions, and his comments, but in the articles he has written himself, 
The Idea of Progress and Government and Law. Among the high spots are the following: 
zovention as a Social Manifestation by Waldemar Kaempffert; Transportation and 
Communication by Edward Hungerford; The Process of Social Transformation by Jane 
Addams; Medicine by Fielding H. Garrison; Education by Charles H. Judd, The Henry 
Ford and William Green contributions are good selling points but poor in substance, 
and Frank Lowden's is not altogether happy. But what are these among so many that 
are important and inspiring. The publication date is still uncertain, depending 
somewhat on the development of plans for the World's Fair, but the book is significant 
and should be a successful venture. $5.00 


























June 7 
Borden, Mary THE TECHNIQUE OF MARRIAGE Doubleday, Doran 


Not a book about sex problems, but a book about human problems, which are 
unquestionably more important in making or breaking marriage, and are only too often 
overlooked in literature on the subject. A sane book, treating of such omnipresent 
factors as budget problems, housing questions, mutual opportunity for independence, 
children, entertainment, and so on. At times the basis of discussion seems remote 
from the American problem (Mary Borden lives in England, although she is an American), 
but on the whole the book has a very general and universal appeal. $2050 


Clark, Sydney A. GERMANY ON FIFTY DOLLARS McBride 


3 The second volume in a new travel series which was inaugurated with FRANCE 
ep ON FIFTY DOLLARS in April. The volumes are pocket size, packed full of information 
about railroad fares, bus fares, hotel rates, incidental costs, without once making 
the information dry as dust or taking the joy out of life. The book on France gives 
you Paris as a pivotal point, offers a choice of various trips to neighboring 
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cathedral towns, to the chateaux, to Notmandy and Brittany - fifty glorious memories 
for fifty dollars. ‘The second volume uses Berlin as a center, and again offers the 
"cream" to the traveler who has imagination enough and humor enough to make a game 
of thrift and to prove to himself that "the game is worth the candle." Ideal. 
traveling companions for adventurers withlimited budgets, and good reading for the 
stay-at-homes who are planning a trip in the not too far distant future.$1.90 each. 
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‘Charteris, Leslie THE SAINT AND MR. TEAL Doubleday, Doran 


A gangster story, with three distinct episodes, held together by the 
familiar character of the Saint and several minor characters. $2.00 


Holt, Henry CALL OUT THE FLYING SQUAD Doubleday, Doran 


An intricate and complicated story of murder in an English country 


house. Gang of criminals involved and a hidden fortune in diamonds. $2.00 
June 
Gregory, Jackson A CASE FOR MR. PAUL SAVOY Scribner 


A society mystery of the logical, deductive type. A good tale with a 
San Francisco setting. | $2.00 


Two Late Comers Already Published 





Villiers, Alan GRAIN RACE Scribner 


te Probably already selling over your counters and renting from youcircul- 
ating libraries, but if, by accident, you have missed it, here is an absorbingly 
interesting account of the trip around the Horn made by twenty odd sailing vessels, 
bound with grain for Australia. Extensively reviewed, this book lives up to all 
the enthusiasm expressed for it. | $3.00 


Craige, John H. BLACK BAGDAD Minton, Balch 


‘Another book about Haiti, you will say, but one that has the earmarks of 
authenticity and that deserves all the popularity THE MAGIC ISLAND received. 
Highly recommended by a bookseller who has spent a great deal of time in Haiti and 
who says that this book presents that fascinating island from a most interesting 
Slant. For the average reader, what more can be said than that it is a glamorous 
and exciting tale that rivals fiction at its most fantastic pace. $3.00 


Note These Changes in Publication Dates 





Collier, John FULL CIRCLE (Appleton) from March to Fall 

Ferber, Edna THEY BROUGHT THEIR WOMEN (Doubleday) from April to 
indefinite 

Colette THE PURE AND THE IMPURE (Farrar) from April to Fall 

Gessner, Robert BROKEN ARROW (Farrar) from April to Fall 





ee Sales Aids 

Macmillan is planning an extensive campaign for the retailer in launching AS THE 
EARTH TURNS by Gladys Hasty Carroll. Posters, window strips, stickers and general 
advertising will, they feel, give the book the same chance they gave INHERITANCE 
last year. (57) 





